
WEEK TWO March 5 Fr. Kennedy preaching
Do you remember your first job?
My first job as a priest was at Holy Redeemer Church in Kensington.
It’s where I first met Fr. Mike.
We’ve known each other for almost 30 years.
We’re good friends, but beyond that, we are also each other’s mentors -
we share what’s going on in our lives and our ministries.
The good, the bad, and the ugly.
We are open and honest with each other.
We encourage, occasionally comfort, and cheer each other on when times are
tough.
We all need someone like this in our lives.
SCREEN:
Revive the main screen
This is week two of our Lenten message series titled, Revive.
Today’s Gospel tells us about a time when Jesus revealed himself fully to his
closest friends. And as our graphic shows, God wants to shock our faith back
to life in Lent.
Before jumping into the story of the Transfiguration, let me say this.
Because we profess that Jesus is divine, it’s easy to forget that he is also
human.
His apostles didn’t have this problem.
For three years, they ate, drank, and traveled with Jesus.
They saw him get angry and also frightened.
They probably saw him stub his toe and wince when a stone got in his sandals
on their journeys with him.
Maybe he snored and kept them up at night.
He might have even burped after a big meal.
And this intimacy was a two-way street.
Jesus knew each of them personally and intimately:
The good, the bad, and the ugly.
Yet, he chose each of them, believed in them, and knew their potential.
They were truly best friends.
This brings us to the Transfiguration.
If Peter, James, and John had any lingering questions about who



Jesus was, what happened on that mountain top should have erased all doubts.
So what happened that day?
Jesus was transfigured…and God the Father spoke from the cloud:
SCREEN:
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased;
listen to him.
The Father was testifying on Jesus’ behalf.
He was letting the Apostles know how close he was to Jesus.
That they were one.
The Father was confirming Jesus’ identity, calling, and mission.
He was telling the apostles that Jesus was God.
The language of “father and son” are human terms used to connote intimacy,
not the gender of God.
God is saying that God has complete trust and confidence in Jesus’ ability to
fulfill his mission on earth.
The Transfiguration is a ratification that gives Jesus divine credibility for the
Apostles to trust him.
The Transfiguration gives the Apostles a glimpse of God’s glory.
The experience strengthens their relationship.
And they struggled with this change.
When God spoke, the apostles fell to the ground in fear.
What were they afraid of?
Jewish tradition taught that no human could see the face of God and live.
But beyond that, there are some other reasons they were afraid.
Maye, they felt unworthy of this vision.
They probably thought, “We’re just fishermen.
We swear like sailors. We don’t deserve to be here.”
Another reason for fear is that the Transfiguration signals that things will
change significantly.
They might not feel prepared for the change.
As we heard about last week, with Adam and Eve, we like to be in charge of
things and struggle to trust God’s plan.
The disciples liked things the way they were.
Yet despite their fears, doubts, and worries, Jesus still loved them.
In his human nature, Jesus understood the disciples.
He chose them despite their flaws.



Jesus offered them friendship and to continue his mission after his death and
resurrection.
Love is the reason they were on that mountaintop.
The Transfiguration was a gift of love from Jesus to fortify the Apostles for
the challenging days ahead.
He promised that he would never abandon them no matter what may come.
What does the Transfiguration mean for us?
SCREEN: See
yourself as God sees you
We are like Peter, James, and John in many ways.
We can struggle as they did to see ourselves as God sees us.
We tend to fall into two traps - feeling unworthy or feeling smug.
The first trap is that we feel unworthy to be Jesus’ disciples.
We can look at our sins, weaknesses, and fears and doubt that we are worthy
to stand in his presence, share in his mission, or even follow him.
Rather than obsess over our weaknesses, fear, and doubt,
we turn a blind eye to them and live as if we don’t need God’s help. We see
ourselves as broken and maybe even unfixable.
Or we can fall into the other trap - feeling smug - that we are fine just as we
are and don’t need to change.

Jesus wants us to avoid both of these traps.
When Jesus looks at us, he sees our past sins, weaknesses, fears, gifts,
potential, and intentions.
He is more concerned about our future than our past.
And because he does, he invites us to be his friends and partners.
Jesus was aware of the disciples’ faults and shortcomings.
While that didn’t stop him from choosing them, he didn’t leave them as they
were.
The disciples spent three years with Jesus.
Jesus formed them into disciples as he taught, nudged, cajoled, and
reprimanded them.
And Jesus will do the same for us if we let him.
SCREEN: Trust Jesus through change
The Apostles knew the human side of Jesus through their experiences of
traveling together.



Today they were also gifted with a glimpse of Jesus’ divine nature.
We are human, and unlike Jesus, our humanity is far from perfect.
Through our baptism, we also share in the divinity of God.
We are not gods, yet the Holy Spirit dwells within us.
SCREEN: Revive the main screen
During Lent, our humanity is challenged to reflect God’s divinity better.
We can help one another in this Lenten experience.
We can help one another develop and be better disciples.
Just as Fr. Mike and I do that w/ one another, I encourage you to reflect on
how the divinity within you can be a source of encouragement for someone
else.
One of the ways we experience both the humanity and divinity of our lives are
through the people Jesus sends into our lives.
Is three a family member, friend, parishioner, co-worker, or classmate for
whom you can be a glimpse of encouragement and joy?
Won’t this be the best Lent ever if we help one another experience the better
side of our humanity and the glory of the divinity within us?


